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news release
SOUTH TEXAS REP. DE LA GARZA ANNOUNCES S1.4 MILLION
"YOUTH FAIR CHANCE" GRANT FOR EDINBURG
For Immediate Release: 28 June 1994
WASHINGTON -- South Texas Representative Kika De la Garza today announced that Edinburg
will be one of only 16 communities in the country to receive a Department of Labor grant to
provide employment opportunities for the area youth.
The $1.4 million grant, administered through the Labor Department's Youth Fair Chance
program, will help provide employment and training for seasonal and migrant workers. It will
also help to design and implement a school-to-work project and to provide support services.
Edinburg was chosen for the program out of a total of 110 applicants.
"This is wonderful news for the youth of the Edinburg area," Rep. de la Garza said. "This
will give them a fair chance to gain the skills and know-how needed to make it in the working
world. The fact that they will be one ofonly 16 communities to participate in the program makes
it even more special."
The Edinburg grant is part of $50 million in grants announced by the Department of
Labor that are designed to combat barriers to education and emplo)lDent for the country's youth.
The selections of the Youth Fair Chance communities were based on such criteria as the need of
the target area, quality of the overall project, and the proposed coordination and complementary
programs within the community.
The Youth Fair Chance program targets teenagers and young adults between the ages of
14 to 30 is small neighborhoods with no more than 25,000 residents, and it provides a variety
ofservices that focus on solutions to common youth concerns. It features work- and school-based
learning activities that help high schools improve educational and employment opportunities for
young people.
In addition, centers for continuing education will provide out-of-school youth with
occupational training, remedial education, GED preparation and job search assistance -- all as part
of an intensive program to maximize opportunities for young adults.
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